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Council Approves Agreement For
Proposed BPA Transmission Line
Through Cedar River Watershed

SEATTLE - The Seattle City Council today unanimously approved an agreement between the City and the Bonneville Power Administration to run a BPA transmission line through the Cedar River Watershed in exchange for three parcels of land and $6 million that will be used to protect the watershed.

The BPA has requested permission to construct and operate a new power transmission line on land owned by the City of Seattle in the Cedar River Watershed, where much of Seattle's drinking water originates. The watershed also is home to many species of fish and wildlife, including endangered species. The BPA requests a 150-foot-wide right-of-way through the watershed, adjacent to a 150-foot-wide right-of-way it already uses for other transmission lines.

An agreement negotiated by the Mayor allows BPA to use this land in return for the deeds to three properties adjacent to the watershed, $6 million and proceeds from the sale of logs that result from clearing the right of way. The money will be deposited in a Seattle Public Utilities Water Fund to be used for road improvement and abandonment, forest restoration, aquatic restoration, and security improvements and water quality monitoring in the watershed. 

In addition, BPA agrees to best environmental management practices for the construction project, minimizing risk to the watershed and water supply, and agrees that all transmission right-of-way will be replanted with natural vegetation. The newly acquired parcels of land will serve as a buffer to help protect the watershed from encroaching private development.

"Protection of the Cedar River is vital to maintaining Seattle's outstanding drinking water quality," said Councilmember Margaret Pageler, chair of the Water & Health Committee. "The terms of this agreement allow us to enhance protection of the river's water quality and natural habitat while recognizing the region's need for greater power capacity."

The Council today approved three pieces of legislation that authorize the director of Seattle Public Utilities to implement the agreement with BPA, allow SPU to execute an easement on which BPA can run its transmission line and allow for the sale of surplus logs on the watershed.


